Old Persean Society

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Barry Room

6 May 2009
Members Present: Amanda Augstein, Norman Berger, John Bishopp, Eddie Copeland, Ashley Edgar, Ed Elliott, John & Janet Hicks, Sheila Holmes, Peter Jackson, Richard King, Edward Lachlan, David Tomlinson, Gordon Waits, Jennie Wallis, Bryan White
1. Apologies were received from Rodney Dale
2. Ashley welcomed all members and the minutes were approved and signed accordingly.  An amendment was made to the spelling of John Bishopp’s surname.
3. President’s Report: Ashley looked back over the past year, welcoming old and new faces to the AGM and OP Open Day. He gave a big welcome to Ed Elliott as the new Headmaster and thanked him for the innovations he has come up with for the OP Open Day.   He also welcomed Eddie Copeland in his new role as Development Director advising that Eddie is an Old Persean and the Society looks forward to working with him.  Looking back over the year he advised that it had flown by with two cricket teams competing on behalf of the OPs last summer, getting as close to winning as they ever have and that the Stockbridge Golf Tournament is to be resurrected this year.  Dinner numbers were a little down on our record of the year before but there were quite a few younger members at the 2008 dinner which was encouraging. Numbers were boosted by the 10-Year anniversary group returning to celebrate the year of arrival of Ed Elliott, as Headmaster in September 2008.  On a much sadder note, Ashley remembered the loss of Keith Barry at the beginning of this year, adding what a giant he has been to The School as well as the OP Society and noting that he virtually ran the Society in his head before the advent of data bases.  Ashley and his family had the pleasure of crossing paths with him on many occasions in connection with the school.  His mother was on the Prep Parents Committee with Beryl. He finished by saying that we all have our own fond memories of “The Barries” - they will be irreplaceable and missed greatly.
4. Treasurer’s Report: This was duly presented by Sheila Holmes, the Perse accountant, to assembled members.  The accounts have been prepared from the financial records of the Society, which consist only of the passbook for the Cambridge Building Society.  The Cambridge Building Society account continues to be held and has a balance of £5,454.33.  The only transactions during the year have been net interest receipts of £46.34 on 30 June 2008 and £34.61 on 31 December 2008.  The remaining income of the Society is the annual allocation due from the School of £1,500.  The only expenditure on society business during the year has been the subsidy of £889 towards the cost of the 2008 annual dinner.  The unused balance of the annual allocation due from the school is £611.  There is provision in the agreement for this annual allocation for any balance unused at the end of the year to be repaid to the school.  Following discussions with the Bursar, no repayment was made for the year ended 31 March 2008, and the unused balance of £394 was recognised as an amount due from the school in the balance sheet.  The unused balance of £611 arising this year has been treated in the same way, giving a total amount due from the school in the balance sheet of £1,005 at 31 March 2009 (2007 - £394).

John Hicks asked if the general fund balance could be used for specific 
means.  Ashley advised that the money is predominantly ‘paper money’ and 
the original agreement was that it be used for the OP Dinner only.
5. Committee Elections: The president asked for OPs to volunteer for the committee and it was agreed that the Society could benefit from some younger members.
6. Any Other Business:  

· Edward Lachlan commented on the lack of numbers at the Open Day and was concerned that there are very few younger members.  Eddie Copeland explained that the OP Society can offer events targeted at different ages with different venues both nationally and internationally, now that the Old Perseans are spread worldwide, and that the OP Open Day at the School was just one of many events.

· John Hicks asked if there was a difference between Old Boys and Old Perseans.  He remembers there being a difference in that Old Boys used to pay for a life membership and were given different privileges.  Ed Elliott advised this is not the case presently and that OP membership is free to all who were at school here.

· Eddie Copeland informed members present that the Old Persean Annual Dinner will be ‘coming home’ this year to The Perse School on September 19th 2009.  He advised that there were many benefits in holding it at the school including the chance for OPs to have a tour of the school and the opportunity to see the new developments and building projects that are taking place currently.  He also advised that it is more economically viable in the present economic climate.  Edward Lachlan asked if it would be a ‘one-off’ at the School and that it would be a shame to break links with Gonville & Caius.  Ed Elliott recommended that the dinner should be alternated between Caius and the Perse very two years.
· Ed Elliott gave an update on the current development projects at the school, making OPs aware of the new classrooms for core subjects and three new ICT classrooms plus a brand new library, advising that the project should be complete by the summer of 2010.  He also advised of the second gym which will be erected behind the present sports hall, housing facilities for netball, badminton, dance, martial arts and the use of the gym as an examinations hall.  Richard King asked about the size of the school and number of pupils, raising concerns about identity.  He mentioned that two of the prefects had asked about the ‘house-system’ when he was at school and wondered if it would be re-implemented.  Ed responded saying that he was very aware how important it is to remain in touch with all students and the subject was being addressed currently.
· John Bishopp asked about the 400th anniversary coming up in 2015, and the celebrations involved.  He offered his time and help and advised he was sure other OPs would be interested in getting involved.  

The meeting was closed at 12.49pm

