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After a quiet
winter we have
just come back
from the Annual
Old Perseans
Open Day at
the school. We
had a really
enjoyable

| - day. Did you
know we are National Champions in
the Under 18s indoor hockey? Thats
quite an achievement. This and other
snippets came out on our tour with
current students of the school before
a wonderful lunch. We then rushed to
a superb musical performance where
Gavin Richards, Director of Music, and
his team put on an excellent concert,
highlighted by a string quartet and solo
pianist of the highest quality. We then
had a selection of activities to choose

from. | chose the ri e range this year.
Current CCF members were there to
show us how its done and there were
some good shots amongst us  maybe
evidence of a murky past? Finally we
were entertained in true cinematic style
the school brought out a gem from its
archives; a colour movie created by Eric
Mival from 1957 (now available on the
OP website). We all sat entranced and
interrupted the show with shouts of who
we recognised, Thats IFC Brown etc!

| wish you all a good summer and hope
to see you at The Annual Dinner this
year we are coming back to the school
on Saturday 19th September with a
large re-union and a chance for everyone
to see the new developments currently
underway. Book your tickets now!

Ashley Edgar

SCHOOL

CAMBRIDGE

Future Events

Date to be announced:
Stockbridge Golf Tournament

Saturday 19th September, 2009:
Annual Old Persean Dinner, from 6pm.
Please contact Amanda Augstein,
Alumni Of cer at alumni@perse.co.uk
or 01223 403838 for further details.

Looking ahead:

OP reunion events will soon be
organised around the country in cities
such as Bristol, Norwich and London.
To nd out about reunions planned in
your area, please contact Amanda at
the details above.




In the news

Honorary Doctorate for Old Persean

The award of Honorary Doctor of Business
Administration at the University of East
London was conferred upon Laurie Marsh
on 5th November 2008. Laurie is a
consultant and entrepreneur who has
worked in the charity eld for over 28 years.
He is currently working for Core Arts  a
charity working with people with long term
mental disabilities, based in Hackney, and
has helped to raise £5million funding for
the organisation.

Born in 1930 in London, Laurie became
interested in the arts as a young boy. His
father was a shopkeeper and a professional
magician, which captured his imagination
and generated his future interest in theatre
and cinema. As a boy, Laurie toured the
Darby & Joan clubs in central London
performing his magic and ventriloquism
during the school holidays. With his passion
for theatre, he helped rescue and restore

ve London theatres in the private sector
and one on Broadway in New York called
the Billy Rose, now known as the famous
Nederlander Theatre. In 1975 he started
work on his major charity project for the
Theatre Royal in Bath, which was due for
demolition. He took over the project,
restored the theatre and became the
Chairman for 5 years.

b e

Whilst working in Bath, Laurie was also
the Chairman of the Finance Committee
of the London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Art (LAMDA) for 15 years,
eventually being elected as chairman of
LAMDA. His ongoing ambitions continued
and he built up a chain of 150 cinemas
in the UK called Classic which were sold
as MGM in 1983. He also started a Im
production and distribution company
called Tigon, which is still continuing
today and is one of the most successful
independent Im production companies
in the history of British cinema.

Closer to home, Laurie s contribution to
The Perse in 1972 for the construction of
what was then the Sixth Form Centre
(now the library) was unprecedented. His
personal family charity is currently funding
two bursaries for music orientated students
and will shortly be funding a Chamber
Music Award.

Laurie is working on a number of projects
including funding and restoring a national
cancer hospital in the London area and a
scienti ¢ research centre in Kent.

Eric Mival Videos

An incredible video made in 1956/7 by Perse pupil, Eric Mival,

is now available on the Old Persean website, showing a year in
the life of the school. Filmed by Eric when he was a sixth former,
the Im runs through most of the main activities of the year,
including everything from CCF parades, drama productions,
cricket matches and even gliding on the sports pitches! This is an
extraordinary record of the school fty years ago, both quaintly
dated and in some respects surprisingly unchanged. The video
can be viewed at www.oldperseans.org, or by visiting the
school's Facebook page.

Peter J D Scarlett (1954) was awarded an MBE in the Queen s Birthday Honours this year for Services to the community of

Bishop s Stortford, Hertfordshire




Life after

e Perse

Arnold Sherman (1948)

Arnold Sherman left the Perse in 1948
when Hillel House was closed. He quali ed
in London as a Chartered Accountant in
1954 (placed second in order of merit in
both examinations).

In 1956, he emigrated to Toronto, Canada,
with his wife and ten month old son and
re-quali ed as a C.A. in Canada. He joined
Massey-Ferguson s Toronto head of ce in
1959, and was in charge of the farm
machinery group s world-wide tax function
from 1961 to 1977. For three of those
years he was based in S2o Paulo, Brazil
and he is still uent in Portuguese.

In our last issue we asked for your stories about life after The Perse. Here’s a couple of those we received...

He moved to Monaco in 1978 and spent
three years there running the tax function
of a major multinational corporation
(Thyssen-Bornemisza). He returned to
Canada in 1981. In 1982 he incorporated
his professional practice as an international
tax consultant, based in Calgary, Alberta.
At age 78, he is still in full-time practice
in Calgary, with clients all over the world.
In his professional practice he has worked
in over 60 different countries, on every
continent except Antarctica.

He has three children, seven grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

Dr Peter Jackson (1955)

From a very early age | wanted to train to
become a veterinary surgeon. The Perse
School was not sure that | was university
material and wondered if | might be
better suited to a career in business .
They predicted a few weeks before the
exams that | would fail all my three science
A Levels which | found extremely
depressing and distressing.

Fortunately they were wrong and | passed
them albeit taking two attempts to do so
and was awarded a place at Edinburgh
University to study veterinary medicine.
Despite the schools predictions and after
ve years of hard work | graduated with
distinction, gaining 6 silver medals for
achievement along the way. | went into
practice at March in Cambridgeshire,
becoming a partner at the age of 26.

After 16 years | had to leave the practice
because of back problems and entered

academic life. | lectured in veterinary
obstetrics at Edinburgh University before
being appointed as University Physician to
the Cambridge Veterinary School where |
worked for nearly 20 years. | was lucky
enough to gain a college fellowship, and my
late parents were delighted when my name
was inscribed on the Fellowship Board.

| was later appointed Senior Tutor at St
Edmundss College Cambridge and couldn t
help occasionally thinking that perhaps

| had proved the school wrong. | had
become a Fellow of the Royal College

of Veterinary Surgeons and a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine & Surgery. It seemed
| was possibly university material after
all 1 had become a don at Cambridge
and the author of three text books.

| enjoyed my time at The Perse but their
educational psychology was not well
developed in those days. | would like to
say to others that with hard work you
can achieve almost anything.



Obituaries

Lieutenant-
Colonel Thomas
Carew (1919 2009)

Grateful thanks to
The Telegraph for
allowing us to
reprint this passage.
(To read the full
version, please visit the Obituaries section
of the OP website).

Thomas Arthur Carew was born in Dublin,
the son of a former of cer of the Royal
Navy who had served at the Dardenelles.
He was educated at the Perse School,
Cambridge, and the Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich, from where he

was commissioned into the Royal Artillery
in 1938.

Promoted to Major to lead a Jedburgh
team comprising Captain John Cox and
Sergeant John Sharp, who had served
with Jedburgh teams in France, and an
of cer familiar with the people and
language of Arakan, he was parachuted
into western Burma two days after
Christmas 1944. After making contact
with a local guerrilla group, Carew called
for an air attack on a concentration of
Japanese troops at Minzegyang, which
in icted about 200 casualties on January
4, 1945. Subsequently, he organised a
series of ambushes by the guerrilla groups,

in icting more than 100 casualties and,
rather more importantly, disrupting the
enemy s logistic support at the time of
General Slim s third and decisive campaign
to clear Arakan of Japanese troops.

The success of this operation, code-named
Camel, was attributed very largely to
Carew s personal courage, coolness and
resourcefulness, for which he was awarded
the DSO. By the time the citation for this
award was submitted, he had been
withdrawn from Arakan and parachuted
in to the Pegu Yomas. This broad strip of
territory, between the Irrawaddy River and
the Rangoon-Mandalay Railway, was the
obvious refuge for the bulk of the Japanese
28th Army withdrawing southwards as
General Slim advanced south from Meiktila
into central Burma.

Carew attributed his success in working
with the Burmese resistance and other
groups to his Irishness and belief in a
new independent Burma, in sharp contrast
to the British civil servants of the prewar
regime who, isolated in northern India for
the duration, persisted in the view that
restoration of the old colonial structure
was an essential precursor to any form

of political advance. The most signi cant
event of his second Jedburgh operation

in Burma was his meeting with the
commander of the Burma Defence Army,

General Aung San, father of Aung San Suu
Kyi, today s leader of the Burmese National
League for Democracy. Slim was suspicious
of Aung San, because of his prewar anti-
British stance and co-operation with the
Japanese, but was interested to meet and
persuade him to operate under Allied
command. Carew had a hand in facilitating
safe conduct for Aung San to 14th Army
headquarters in April 1945, when Slim
decided he could do business with him and
subsequently arranged for their co-operation
in the nal defeat of the Japanese in Burma.

At the end of the war in the Far East, Carew
returned to the Royal Artillery and served
with 6th Airborne Division in Palestine. He
was later an instructor at the Mons Of cer
Cadet School in Aldershot and an
intelligence of cer in Trieste. He retired as a
lieutenant-colonel in 1958 to begin a new
career as a boat builder. He also set up his
own management consultancy and was a
pioneer of employee out-placement. He
later built a house in France and lived there.

His wartime marriage to Margot Goodchild
was dissolved soon after the war and he
married Jane Suckling in 1953. This was
also dissolved and in 1975 he married his
business partner Jill Strahan, who
predeceased him. He is survived by two sons
and two daughters of his second marriage.

Geoffrey
Whiteman Day
(1919 2009)

Grateful thanks to
his son John Day for
the following:

Geoffrey was born
in Cambridge in
1919. He won a scholarship to the Perse
in 1930, where, as well as thriving
academically, he also excelled at rugby,
playing regularly for the First IV, and in
music, becoming an accomplished violinist.

On leaving school he got a job with Barclays
Bank in Newmarket, where he lodged
during the week, cycling to and from
Cambridge at weekends; he recalled wryly
that his initial pay was £1 a week and his

lodgings £1-5s. When the war came,
Geoffrey s aptitude for science got him a
posting in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, where he was involved in the
development and deployment across the
UK of RADAR, which was then in its
infancy. Later in the war he took part in
the D-Day landings and the liberation of
Nazi-held Europe.

Geoffrey married Kathleen shortly after
the ending of the war, and resumed his
banking career in Ramsey, Huntingdonshire.
After a few years he moved with his young
family to Harlow, and then in 1963 was
promoted to Assistant Manager at Cherry
Hinton Road in Cambridge. Managerships
followed in Thaxted, Essex and in Sawston,
Cambridgeshire where he remained until
his early retirement in 1978.

In retirement Geoffrey pursued long-
standing interests in gardening, golf and
music, continuing to play violin with a
local orchestra.

Geoffrey s family life was marred by the
early deaths rst of Kathleen, and then of
his second wife Eileen. He married for a
third time in 1986; and he and Marion were
together for 23 happy years, which were
full with their involvement in their extended
family of children and grandchildren.
Geoffrey will be remembered as an
extremely modest man despite his many
talents; but above all he was kind and
loving to those close to him. He leaves his
wife, Marion, daughter Sheila and son John.






